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“No matter how great the talent or efforts, some things take 
time. You can't produce a baby in one month by getting nine 

women pregnant.” 
 

-       Warren Buffett 
  

   
Your Index Report 

 
Current 

Last 

Week 
Year-to-Date 

Dow Jones Ind. Avg. 23,139 + 3.09% -    6.39%  

S&P 500   2,489 + 2.99% -    6.91%  (+0.78% in $CDN)   

TSX 14,165 + 1.65% -  12.61% 

  
 
 

A Heavy Pen 



 
There are weeks when this letter almost writes itself. Weeks when ideas and 
thoughts flow, and the markets are calm. 
 
Not so this week. Christmas has been stolen for anyone employed in the 
investment business this year, for there has been no warm milk nor cookies for 
Santa. Christmas Eve’s decline was the largest in that day’s history. As a result, 
the newsletter pen is especially heavy as the final trading days of 2018 wind 
down. 
 
 

Throwing Gas on the Fire 

 
There is no question technology has changed our lives for the better. We can 
peer inside the human body to find diseases and we can take better pictures with 
our telephones than we could with handheld cameras. We can order almost 
anything we want and have it delivered within a few days, and we can even track 
down our ancestors through our DNA.  
 
Technology does have its downsides, however.  
 
Between 80% and 85% of all trades on the stock markets are now done by 
computer algorithms. While this has made buying and selling incredibly quick and 
virtually free, machines do not behave like humans. Where people would panic, 
wallow in despair, then turned optimistic again over a few days – which gave us 
“oversold markets” that led to market turns – computers have no emotions. They 
will sell down to zero, if that is what their programming says. On some days, it 
has felt like that is exactly what they have been doing. 
 
Much of this computerized trading has to do with the passive baskets of stocks 
called Exchange-Traded Funds, or ETFs. These are packages of stocks often 
designed to mimic the index. They are very cheap to manage and give investors 
wide diversification. Designed to be bought and held, they have become the 
favourites of the day (and hour) trading crowds. If you buy or sell the S&P 500 
unit, for example, all 500 stocks are bundled up for you and delivered for 
settlement in the last trading hour of the day, which is why there is often so much 
turmoil in the last 60 minutes. Few foresaw how such a mundane creation could 
be so weaponized. 
 
We have also hamstrung human intervention in the markets. A decade ago, and 
for the century before that, the big investment banks would step in and buy for 
their own accounts when stocks went too low. This was called “making a market” 
and it provided a floor when stocks fell too far, too fast. Because of the Volcker 



Rule that forced de-risking moves on banks, they can no longer trade for their 
own accounts. This means there are fewer institutional buyers on bad days to 
cushion the blow. 
 
So if you ever wondered why stocks seem to move so much more these days – 
down 600, up 1,000 – the computers and the regulators both share some of the 
blame. 
 
There has been an incredible amount of selling done by machines at any price. 
Valuations may have now fallen to the point that people will be attracted back, 
suggesting we may be closer than we think to a bottom. 
 
All corrections and bear markets are painful. We never know how long they are 
going to last and how bad they will be. We do know one thing, however: they 
end. And once they do, we eventually end up wealthier than before the decline 
began – as long as we hold quality investments and don’t panic.   
 
 

The Market’s Woes 

 
To avoid panic, one has to have some sort of an understanding of the market 
landscape. Without sugar-coating it, let’s have a look at today’s conditions, warts 
and all.  
 
 

1. The US is now in a Cold War with China. We mentioned this in our last 
letter and little has changed. Both US government and industry have been 
riddled with cyber-attacks by the Chinese, Russians, and others to steal 
state and corporate secrets. This is now recognized at the highest levels, 
but effective prevention is still years away. It also means trade will be both 
the weapon and the casualty of ongoing tensions – and will be for years to 
come. The sanctions against Huawei and ZTE are the most visible 
battlefronts today. 
 

2. The economy is clearly slowing down. The question is, how much? Is it a 
“growth slowdown”, like we saw in 1998 and 2011, or a full recession, such 
as in 1990, 2001, and 2008? We normally get at least one recession in 
each decade. This has happened every decade since 1860, which is 47 
recessions since 1781. Since we have not had one in this decade, we are 
overdue. 
 



The Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond – one of the US Federal Reserve 
Districts – reported weak numbers yesterday. Manufacturing was expected 
to show slow growth, but unexpectedly fell below zero.  

 

 
Source: Richmond Federal Reserve 
 

 
3. Interest rates have been climbing. The US Federal Reserve has raised 

interest rates twice since September and stated there would be at least 
three more in 2019.  
 

4. Valuations of stocks were above the long-term average. A bit too high, in 
other words. 
 

5. President Trump and his tweets are an unpredictable phenomenon. The 
government shutdown is yet another U-turn in a very rocky presidency. 

 
 

And the (Eventual) Cures 

 
 Both the US and China need a trade truce. China’s economy has slowed 

to the slowest pace since 2009 even as the US economy is moderating. 
China just dropped tariffs on US autos as an opening gesture during the 3-
month tariff delay and restarted soy imports. Hours ago, they announced 
the first imports of US rice ever. There are now rumours of a face-to-face 
meeting between US and Chinese trade officials in January. There cannot 
be a total elimination of the trade tensions, but any indication they are 
declining will be welcomed. 
 



 While we have not yet had a recession in this decade, we have had 
slowdowns in 2010, 2011, and 2015 without a recession occurring. These 
were just “growth slowdowns”, in other words.  
 
Retail sales just reported for December were outstanding, suggesting there 
is little evidence of a recession yet. The Ned Davis Research analysis of 
State Conditions shows just a 1.9% likelihood of a US recession in the next 
12 months. Also, Raymond James’ own US Recession Checklist remains 
upbeat: 
 

 
 

 Interest rate hike expectations are dropping fast. One month ago, the 
probabilities were almost 25% that there would be two more rate hikes in 
2019. Today? Just 0.9%. In other words, we may have seen the end of the 
rising interest rate scare. 
 

 By some measures, US stocks are now selling for slightly below “fair” 
value, based on forward earnings and historical levels. That’s what a 20% 
decline since September will do to valuations! Canada’s stocks are even 
less expensive. Based on historical valuations going forward, the cheapest 
areas in the world are international and emerging market stocks. Few 
investors over here want to go there, but that is where the best values are. 
 

× The irony is that America is rapidly becoming energy self-sufficient, is 
pulling out of unnecessary war zones, and is actively engaging a nation 
intent on its demise. These are policies that would have made any other 
president popular, but not President Trump. His methods, character, and 
communication style have made him vastly unpredictable and under threat 
of impeachment. This is an unknown that is not going away. 

 



 
Economies and markets ebb and flow over time. We are in the “ebb” stage, 
which could last several more months. Most bottoms are formed through a retest 
of the climax lows, just as we saw in 2015-2016: 
 
 

 
 
 
Bottoms are a process. We would not be surprised to see a January rally, 
followed by a similar retest before markets can resume their uptrend. 
 
Plan accordingly! 
 
 

U.S. and Canadian 2019 Top Picks 

 
These lists are available now – please reply and we will be happy to send them 
out 
 
 
 
     

Thank you for your referrals this month! They are always 
handled with great care and discretion. 
 



 
  

2019 

 
Years ending in 8 have historically been some of the most positive of all years in 
any given decade. According to the Stock Trader’s Almanac, 10 of 13 of years 
ending in 8 since 1881 have been positive, tying it with years ending in 9 for 
second place. Only years ending in 5 are more profitable.  
 
2018 will obviously bump the ‘year 8’ group to third place with a negative return. 
However, in every instance when year 8 was negative, year 9 was positive 
(1948-49, 1978-79, and 2008-09). A small sample size, to be sure, but we’ll take 
it. 
 
 
We wish everyone a Happy New Year for 2019 as we bid farewell to 2018. 
 
Finally, we have seen a number of medical breakthroughs in cancer research this 
year, from drugs that stimulate the human immune system to vaccines that do 
the same thing. Now, British researchers have discovered that immune cells can 
be transplanted without triggering an immune response, leading to the idea of a 
blood bank of immune cells to treat anyone at any time. It will be amazing if it 
works. 
 
https://nationalpost.com/health/health-and-wellness/cancer-may-no-longer-be-
deadly-in-future-say-british-researchers-announcing-breakthrough 
 
 
 
http://www.dividendvaluepartners.com 

  
We thank you for your business and your referrals and we hope you find our site 

user friendly and informative. We would welcome your comments. 
  
  
How to contact us: 

  
paul.siluch@raymondjames.ca  
lisa.hill@raymondjames.ca  
peter.mazzoni@raymondjames.ca 

  
(250) 405-2417 
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Disclaimers 
  
The information contained in this newsletter was obtained from sources believed to be reliable, however, we cannot 
represent that it is accurate or complete.  It is provided as a general source of information and should not be 
considered personal investment advice or solicitation to buy or sell securities.  The views expressed are those of the 
authors, Paul Siluch and Lisa Hill, and not necessarily those of Raymond James Ltd.  Commissions, trailing 
commissions, management fees and expenses all may be associated with mutual funds.  Please read the prospectus 
before investing.  The indicated rates of return are the historical annual compounded total returns including changes 
in unit value and reinvestment of all distributions and do not take into account sales, redemption, distribution or 
optional charges or income taxes payable by any security holder that would have reduced returns. Mutual funds are 
not guaranteed, their values change frequently and past performance may not be repeated.   This newsletter is 
intended for distribution only in those jurisdictions where Raymond James Ltd. is registered as a dealer in 
securities.  Any distribution or dissemination of this newsletter in any other jurisdiction is strictly prohibited.  This 
newsletter is not intended for nor should it be distributed to any person in the USA. Raymond James Ltd. is a member 
of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund.   
  
Raymond James does not accept orders and/or instructions regarding your account by e-mail, voice mail, fax or any 
alternate method.  Transactional details do not supersede normal trade confirmations or statements.  E-mail sent 
through the Internet is not secure or confidential.  We reserve the right to monitor all e-mail. 
  
Any information provided in this e-mail has been prepared from sources believed to be reliable, but is not guaranteed 
by Raymond James and is not a complete summary or statement of all available data necessary for making an 
investment decision.  Any information provided is for informational purposes only and does not constitute a 
recommendation.  Raymond James and its employees may own options, rights or warrants to purchase any of the 
securities mentioned in e-mail.  This e-mail is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may 
contain confidential and/or privileged material.  Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of 
any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited.   
  
This email newsletter may provide links to other Internet sites for the convenience of users. Raymond James Ltd. is 
not responsible for the availability or content of these external sites, nor does Raymond James Ltd endorse, warrant 
or guarantee the products, services or information described or offered at these other Internet sites. Users cannot 
assume that the external sites will abide by the same Privacy Policy which Raymond James Ltd adheres to. 
  
Commissions, trailing commissions, management fees and expenses all may be associated with mutual fund 
investments.  Please read the prospectus before investing.  There can be no assurances that the fund will be able to 
maintain its net asset value per security at a constant amount or that the full amount of your investment in the fund 
will be returned to you.  Mutual funds and other securities are not insured nor guaranteed, their values change 
frequently and past performance may not be repeated.  

 
Prices shown are as of close December 27th, 2018. 
 
  
You are receiving this message because our records indicate that you have requested this information. If you no 
longer wish to receive research from Raymond James, please reply to this message with unsubscribe in the subject 
line and include your name and/or company name in the message. Additional Risk and Disclosure information, as 
well as more information on the Raymond James rating system and suitability categories, is available at 
www.rjcapitalmarkets.com/Disclosures/Index. 
  
____________________________________________________________________________________  

This email, and any files transmitted, is confidential and may contain privileged information. Any unauthorized 

dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please delete it and notify the 

sender immediately. We may monitor and review the content of all email communications. Trade instructions by 

email or voicemail will not be accepted or acted upon. Please contact us directly by telephone to place trades. Unless 

otherwise stated, opinions expressed in this email are those of the author and are not endorsed by Raymond James. 

Raymond James accepts no liability for any errors, omissions, loss or damage arising from the content, transmission 

or receipt of this email. Raymond James Ltd. is a member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund.  

 

Le présent courriel, de même que tout fichier transmis en pièce jointe, est de nature confidentielle et peut contenir 

des renseignements privilégiés. Toute diffusion ou reproduction en est strictement interdite. Si vous avez reçu ce 

courriel par erreur, veuillez le supprimer et en informer immédiatement l'expéditeur. Nous pouvons surveiller et 

examiner le contenu de toutes les communications électroniques. Les instructions portant sur des opérations, 
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données par courriel ou dans une boîte vocale, ne seront pas acceptées ni exécutées. Veuillez communiquer avec 

nous directement par téléphone pour donner des ordres en bourse. Sauf indication contraire, les avis exprimés dans 

le présent courriel sont ceux de l'auteur et ne sont pas avalisés par Raymond James. Raymond James décline toute 

responsabilité en cas d'erreurs, d'omissions, de pertes ou de dommages découlant du contenu, de la transmission ou 

de la réception du présent courriel. Raymond James Ltd. est membre du Fonds canadien de protection des 

épargnants.  

____________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

  

To unsubscribe and no longer receive any email communications from 

this sender, including information about your account, please either click 

here or send a reply email to the sender with [UNSUBSCRIBE] in the 

subject line.  

 

Pour vous désabonner de cet expéditeur soit 

cliquer ici ou envoyer un e-mail de réponse à 

l'expéditeur avec [UNSUBSCRIBE] dans la ligne 

d'objet.  
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