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“The way to crush the bourgeoisie is to grind them between 
the millstones of taxation and inflation.” 

 
- Vladimir Lenin 

 
  
  

  
  

Your Index Report 
 Current Last Week Year-to-Date 

Dow Jones Ind. Avg. 31,730 -3,55% -12.68%  

S&P 500   3,930 -4.69% -17.54%  

TSX 19,699 -4.53% -  7.18% 

  



  
 
 
Intermission is Over 
 
 
I saw this posted on the old 
Orpheum theatre in Vancouver 
last week.  
 
It reminded me that the “life 
intermission” due to the 
pandemic is over. The work-
from-home, we’re-all-in-this-
together, Emergency Relief 
Benefit cheque party is now a 
distant memory.  
 
The pandemic saw interest rates 
slashed and record amounts of 
stimulus thrown at the economy 
to preserve jobs. This free 
money sloshed around the 
economy while people had 
nothing to do, driving prices of 
stocks, used cars, house prices, 
and cryptocurrencies through 
the roof. 
 
It is back to some semblance of normal, except in China, that is, where an 
estimated 41 cities and 290 million people are in full or partial lockdown 
(Nomura Securities estimate). China’s vaccines are less effective and it has 
a more elderly population, so leaders there feel they have no choice but to 
pursue a ‘Covid-zero’ strategy.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Loss Avoidance 
 
Investors feel the pain of a loss at twice the joy they feel for an equivalent 
gain.  
 
This is an innate condition wired into our 
Neanderthal brains called loss avoidance. We 
react to danger more than pleasure because 
that’s what kept us alive back on the savannah.  
 
And today’s savannah is often the stock market, 
in terms of perceived risk.  
 
 
And there is not just one, but three areas of the brain stimulated by loss and 
fear, so it is a complex process. 
  
In number terms, this means an investor with a -5% return is as sad as a 
second investor with a +10% return is happy. Or, if you lose $5, it will take 
finding $10 to get you emotionally even. 
 
So, if you are feeling unhappy because markets are negative so far in 2022, 
it is perfectly natural. Panic does not have to follow, though. Quality 
companies can have bad years, but they have always recovered in the past.  
 
We’ve seen sell-offs like this before. Panic only works if you are brave 
enough to buy everything back at a lower price. Few ever do.  
 
 
A Terrible, Awful, No Good, Very Bad Year 
 
2022 is off to a horrid start, in case you hadn’t noticed. Bonds are off to 
their worst start since at least 1976. Stocks have been even worse.  
 
In fact, it is the worst start for the largest index in the world – the S&P 500 
– since 1939. The S&P 500 is -13.3% to the end of April, and has since 
widened this to -17% as of May 11th.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Canada’s index, the S&P/TSX, is “only” down -6.5% in the same period, 
thanks to oil, fertilizer, and minerals. We had been positive for the year 
until the lockdowns in China curtailed China’s appetite for coal, oil, and 
steel.  
 
 
Where To From Here? 
 
Stocks generally move on strong earnings and 2022 has seen excellent 
results from most companies. In April, earnings for the 1st quarter were 
+6.6% from the previous quarter, and were actually improving even as 
stocks fell (source: FactSet). 
 
Last year, stocks traded at around 23x forward earnings. That was high 
compared to the 5-year average of 18x. Because of the improved earnings, 
the price/earnings ratio of the S&P 500 has fallen to 18.5x forward earnings 
– exactly the 5-year average. So, not overvalued anymore. 
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But stocks aren’t focused on earnings right now. Interest rates being raised 
to combat inflation, and the pool of money is being drained, like a bathtub 
emptying. This is causing a washout in the most speculative areas of the 
market and the question is how deep this washout of excesses is going to 
go.  
 
And boy, were there a lot of excesses. 

https://www.ndr.com/copyright.html
https://www.ndr.com/vendorinfo/


 
As Grandmother Helen once said, speculation is like sex: every generation 
thinks they invented it.  
 

 The Baby Boomers started speculating in the 1970s with the Nifty 
Fifty stocks (Macdonald’s (NYSE MCD), Polaroid, Kodak) before 
moving on to oil and gold. These went parabolic and then fell like 
rocks. 
   

 Generation X embraced the dotcom stocks of the late 1990s, sending 
JDS Uniphase, Nortel, AOL, buy.com and pets.com to the moon, only 
to see them all crash back to Earth. 
 

 The Millennials are taking their turn by jumping on the marijuana 
bandwagon (which fizzled two years ago) and then leaping with 
abandon into crypto-currencies like bitcoin.  Bitcoin is down 60% 
since November. An estimated $200 billion was lost in 
cryptocurrencies alone this week. 

 
 
While we don’t invest in cannabis stocks or cryptocurrencies, many hedge 
funds do using leverage. Those loans are now being called and, with prices 
falling, they are being forced to sell everything. This is hitting growth stocks 
like Tesla (NASDAQ TSLA), Amazon (NASDAQ AMZN), and Apple 
(NASDAQ AAPL) that they also hold. 
 
Is the pain over?  
 
No, but we are getting close. Stocks markets have fallen enough that have 
now adjusted for many of the risks out there – the Ukraine war, rising 
interest rates, and inflation.  
 
The key right now is inflation. It is awfully high and central banks have only 
one tool to bring it down: higher interest rates. Expect at least a few more 
hikes in the months ahead.  
 
There is some good news if you squint. In March, U.S. inflation rose 8.5% 
year over year. In April, it rose ‘only’ 8.3%. It was still high, but we may 
have seen the peak: 
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Looking back on history all the way to 1926, there were 13 years when the 
market started off weak in the first 4 months of the year. Just 3 of these 
continued to lose money. The other 10 years with negative starts rallied in 
the final 8 months of the year. 
 

https://www.ndr.com/copyright.html
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Past performance is no guarantee of future results, as they say, but the odds 
of markets calming down in the months ahead are in our favour. 
  
 
 
What’s Up with Gas Prices? 
 
Remember when oil prices went negative because no one was driving or 
flying? Oil refiners lost their shirts during the pandemic. 
 
Now, the opposite is happening. Inventories fell to the bottom of the 
proverbial barrel as refiners cut back, only to watch driving and travel come 

https://www.ndr.com/copyright.html
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roaring back just as Russian oil sanctions hit. Europe imported every drop 
of diesel we could ship them and so refiners are producing as much diesel 
as they can at the expense of gasoline.  
 
Europe is slowing down, though, and China remains in lockdown. So, the 
refiners will start to catch up with gasoline production as summer starts. 
 
We have been reluctant to trim Suncor (TSX SU). As a major Canadian 
refiner, it is finally making big profits from this division after several years 
of breaking even. And with oil prices likely to stay in the $100 range for the 
foreseeable future because solar, wind, and nuclear can’t hope to replace  
 
Russian oil for years to come, Suncor looks like it will continue its very 
profitable ways.   
 
 
Raymond James Father’s Day Run/Walk for Prostate Cancer 
 
Raymond James is once again sponsoring the Father’s Day Run for Dad in 
support of the Island Prostate Centre here on Vancouver Island. All dads 
get a chocolate medal and everyone gets a free pancake breakfast after the 
walk/run. It is the best deal for Father’s Day you will find these days! 
 
One in three men will get prostate cancer in their lifetimes but many can 
survive with early diagnosis and treatment.  
 
I am a prostate cancer survivor, thanks to an early diagnosis years ago.  
 
100% of funds raised through this event directly support programs and 
services offered through Island Prostate Centre; serving men and families 
facing prostate cancer, right here on Vancouver Island. Raymond James 
will match all donations raised up to $15,000! 
 
Please sign up to walk or run with us, or sponsor us if you feel generous. 
 
https://www.islandprostatecentre.com/fundraising-events/ 
 
 
 
  

https://www.islandprostatecentre.com/fundraising-events/


Thank you for your referrals this month! They are always 
handled with great care and discretion. 
  
  
  

http://www.dividendvaluepartners.com 
  

We thank you for your business and your referrals and we hope you find 
our site user friendly and informative. We welcome your comments.  
  
  

How to contact us:  
  

paul.siluch@raymondjames.ca  

lisa.hill@raymondjames.ca  

peter.mazzoni@raymondjames.ca 

sharonmitchell@raymondjames.ca 

lincoln.jiang@raymondjames.ca 
  
  

(250) 405-2417 
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or guarantee the products, services or information described or offered at these other Internet sites. Users cannot 

assume that the external sites will abide by the same Privacy Policy which Raymond James Ltd adheres to.  
  
Commissions, trailing commissions, management fees and expenses all may be associated with mutual fund 

investments. Please read the prospectus before investing. There can be no assurances that the fund will be able to 
maintain its net asset value per security at a constant amount or that the full amount of your  investment in the fund 

will be returned to you. Mutual funds and other securities are not insured nor guaranteed, their values change 

frequently and past performance may not be repeated. 

 

Suncor Energy Inc. - Raymond James & Associates, Inc. makes a market in the shares of Suncor Energy Inc. The 

analyst or associate at Raymond James Ltd. has viewed the material operations of Suncor Energy Inc. 

 

McDonald's Corporation - Raymond James & Associates, Inc. makes a market in the shares of McDonald's 

Corporation. Raymond James & Associates received non-investment banking securities-related compensation from 

McDonald's Corporation within the past 12 months 

 

Apple Inc. - Raymond James & Associates, Inc. makes a market in the shares of Apple Inc. Raymond James & 

Associates received non-investment banking securities-related compensation from Apple Inc. within the past 12 

months. 

 

Amazon.com, Inc. Raymond James & Associates, Inc. makes a market in the shares of Amazon.com, Inc.  
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line and include your name and/or company name in the message. Additional Risk and Disclosure information, as 

well as more information on the Raymond James rating system and suitability categories, is available at 

www.rjcapitalmarkets.com/Disclosures/Index. 
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this sender, including information about your account, please either click 
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acted upon. Please contact us directly by telephone to place trades. Unless otherwise stated, opinions expressed in 
this email are those of the author and are not endorsed by Raymond James. Raymond James accepts no liability for 
any errors, omissions, loss or damage arising from the content, transmission or receipt of this email. The 
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and of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund (CIPF); its divisions 3Macs, MacDougall, MacDougall & MacTier and 
Raymond James Correspondent Services; and its subsidiaries: Raymond James Financial Planning Ltd. registered as 
a l ife insurance agency in all provinces except the province of Québec where it is registered as Financial Services 
Firm with the Autorité des marchés financiers (AMF); Raymond James Investment Counsel Ltd., a firm primarily 
regulated and governed by the British Columbia Securities Commission but registered and regulated by securities 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Furldefense.proofpoint.com-252Fv2-252Furl-253Fu-253Dhttps-2D3A-5F-5Fnam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com-5F-2D3Furl-2D3Dhttps-2D253A-2D252F-2D252Fowa-2D2Dkel.raymondjames.ca-2D252Fowa-2D252Fredir.aspx-2D253FSURL-2D253DxhOB4gpVfLOskwdkUL9L2f18Fq4IG2rgvMfuIIX7BlwZiacj7DPTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgByAGoAYwBhAHAAaQB0AGEAbABtAGEAcgBrAGUAdABzAC4AYwBvAG0ALwBEAGkAcwBjAGwAbwBzAHUAcgBlAHMALwBJAG4AZABlAHgA-2D2526URL-2D253Dhttp-2D25253a-2D25252f-2D25252fwww.rjcapitalmarkets.com-2D25252fDisclosures-2D25252fIndex-2D26data-2D3D02-2D257C01-2D257C-2D257Cc172461ecbee4482512908d85e8192cf-2D257C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa-2D257C1-2D257C0-2D257C637363258183655664-2D26sdata-2D3DoIGN-2D252B1v-2D252BJNQ-2D252BZPo1ywEHtDOfbELe3OmLG-2D252FFg-2D252FM3Utoc-2D253D-2D26reserved-2D3D0-2526d-253DDwMF-2Dg-2526c-253DK3dQCUGiI1B95NJ6cl3GoyhMW2dvBOfimZA-2D83UXll0-2526r-253D-5F6MBBSGYsFznIBwslhTiqBKEz4pHUCTd-5F9tbh-5FEpUMY-2526m-253D7qOaEnVxLdGuCP74qXGTNk9xkBSFm8R3CYYmRfTv9PQ-2526s-253DDBdK-5FpzBuQHicYmhkDa-2D8JlRVcVl-2Doi24aL-5FwseaH40-2526e-253D-26data-3D04-257C01-257C-257Cd7befaa6204e4970b3c708d940d9c59b-257C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa-257C1-257C0-257C637612126570807637-257CUnknown-257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0-253D-257C1000-26sdata-3D42WFytg2nJigwFv25rXxW91ml6-252BCn4KvME5M-252BcAoInY-253D-26reserved-3D0%26d%3DDwMGaQ%26c%3D6lBq1l7u-nYp55J7Pl8O6Ib5YT4g76ov0zCpXQrgS5M%26r%3DTmDOHaoWW3RetfvnGoPae_UczKZXXQgvJPe_P66GVYI%26m%3DHg8p8oxWBi-8j3HS2BzGxBvIXidcreERuI3mj9N1_KY%26s%3DyWJS6c4Wff_BUzjMT1YI3oJyIFTiCn7WNVr3YMhaYIk%26e%3D&data=04%7C01%7C%7C96eb5c23f77d45400b0d08d9c04986b6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637752244322551095%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=R1xNHlifVL9q98WWY4zcCppeqV3XYKc1KhVRqUvJCXo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:paul.siluch@raymondjames.ca?subject=[UNSUBSCRIBE]&body=I%20wish%20to%20unsubscribe%20from%20all%20commercial%20electronic%20messages%20from%20this%20sender.%20%20There%20may%20be%20other%20employees%20or%20agents%20within%20Raymond%20James%20which%20communicate%20with%20me%20electronically%20and%20I%20understand%20that%20I%20may%20unsubscribe%20from%20these%20senders%20separately.
mailto:paul.siluch@raymondjames.ca?subject=[UNSUBSCRIBE]&body=Je%20souhaite%20me%20désinscrire%20de%20tous%20les%20messages%20électroniques%20commerciaux.%20Il%20peut%20y%20avoir%20d'autres%20employés%20ou%20agents%20dans%20Raymond%20James%20qui%20communiquent%20avec%20moi%20par%20voie%20électronique%20et%20je%20comprends%20que%20je%20peux%20vous%20désabonner%20de%20ces%20expéditeurs%20séparément.


commissions in other Canadian provinces, and also regulated by the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission; 
Raymond James Trust (Canada), a trust company regulated by the Office of the Superintendent of Financial 
Institutions (OSFI); and, Raymond James Trust (Québec) Ltd., a trust company regulated by the AMF.  
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sous quelque forme que ce soit, est strictement interdite. Si  vous avez reçu cette communication et toute pièce 
jointe par erreur, veuillez les supprimer de façon permanente de vos systèmes, en détruire toute copie et en 
informer immédiatement l 'expéditeur. Raymond James peut surveiller et examiner le contenu de toutes les 
communications électroniques. Les instructions portant sur des opérations, communiquées par courriel ou dans 
une boîte vocale, ne seront pas acceptées, ni exécutées. Veuillez communiquer avec nous directement par 
téléphone pour donner des instructions d’opérations boursières. Sauf indication contraire, les avis exprimés dans 
le présent courriel sont ceux de l 'auteur et ne sont pas approuvés par Raymond James. Raymond James décline 
toute responsabilité en cas d'erreurs, d'omissions, de pertes ou de dommages découlant du contenu, de la 
transmission ou de la réception du présent courriel. Le nom Raymond James utilisé dans le présent avis et clause 
de non responsabilité réfère et comprend les divisions et entités: Raymond James Ltd., une société membre de 
l ’Organisme canadien de réglementation du commerce des valeurs mobilières (OCRCVM) et du Fonds canadien de 
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correspondants Raymond James; et ses fi liales : Planification financière Raymond James Ltée, soci été inscrite en 
tant que société d’assurance-vie en lien avec la vente de produits d’assurance dans toutes les provinces sauf dans 
la province de Québec où elle est inscrite en tant que Cabinet de services financiers auprès de l’Autorité des 
marchés financiers (AMF); Conseils en placement Raymond James Ltd., firme principalement réglementée et régie 
par la Commission des valeurs mobilières de la Colombie-Britannique mais également soumise à la surveillance et 
inscrite auprès des Commissions de valeurs mobilières d’autres provinces canadiennes) et est réglementée par la 
Commission des valeurs mobilières des États-Unis (SEC); Fiducie Raymond James (Canada), une société de fiducie 
inscrite auprès du Bureau du surintendant des institutions financières (BSIF); et, Fiducie Raymond James (Québec) 
Ltée, une société de fiducie inscrite auprès de l’AMF.  
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